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WOMEN

e W, ke a Classical painter putting the
L—‘-\‘fE' finishing touches (o a masterpiece,
e an entreprensur Is engaged In a

craative enterprise. Maurean Kelly,
Mel ¥u, and Jacqueline Beauchamp
are thres talented CEOs whosa
maginations have created unicque
and innovative products that
helped them to build multi-million
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Many duys were spent cold-calling manulac
turers until she Found ane vhar was the righi
fit for e I|'.':.|g_:||'|5_:l.ll|!||'1'::-

The first line was binnched in S1amhats
based department store Hene Bendel o

et mber 2081, ard was an immediare suc

cess, Mine years on. and Tare offers a wide
selectinn 1‘ |'\'I:q.|:!'\.|' |'.i||\.. d with vitamins
mmeerals, and rataral froie a
[hev are noww available in more chan 200

d plant extrces
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1o purn them away because

Py was fok vet rady o cope with such ;
large dastrbunion. She cvenmally buovughi the
brand i OV in 208, and since then dis
bainson hias inersscd weolold
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CEC of Blissliving Home and
Chesapeake Bay Candle

e

Il 1s V4 and we'ne in the basemem of
o | HIE“.III"&I'I J:II:IIIIIL I & II |.|:I£|.||:JL"\ "\I-I'\.II I.d.
Budding entrepreneur Med Xu has twrned the
ur ||.||.|.'|_:r\-:||.||1|.| spELe inlo a l: ||:||:-|1.I-:|n ol sarls
and there are paper towels and C |r|'|phu.ll-
soupr cans [ be wied for molds) all over the
place. Having quit a job thar neicher inspired
nor salihed her, she bas decided o be her
oo s and is hard at wodk making candles,
She’s experimenting with color paleites and
fragrances, and hits on a winning formula

Fast forward to taday, and her fermer
hasement operation has wimed into a global
I.'I'I':I.'I.'E"'Iibl.' ||:|L| JLI!'\- Iy i.'\.' IJ:II.II.'I] l"'h]\::‘: {n]k} |]|.1.'
[ric. S0 list of fastest growing private com-
E"J ||I.'h 'II'II.I (=4 1) ||:l"¢5- lI'II'II.I'II hll\'."'i I:'[ 5-”':' IJI.II
lion, Her L.IIII.IIE. .I.I'rcj hame fl.‘ly nce hrand,
Chesapeake Bay Candle, is now one of the
largest candle and home fragrance suppliers
in e word.

Industry revelution

The very firse Chesapeake Bay Candle
line was nothing sl of 2 revolution in e
industry, During her early experiments, Xu
had forpoten o incorporate an ingredient
thar produces the charoteristic seamless sarin
|:.|||:|:||. |'||'||.| illhlLJIJ I'D:'I.II.IL'I.d L'J:Id.I-L"- Ly i':h |
mrontled fimish thar losked like snosdlakes had

fallen on tlsem.
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.'|"l.'l.| L0 ACTANRE APPOIMLITICNLS with |‘!‘.J".'-r|x
f|1:-u|. most of e major retaiders. Mot -:||:|J'.
wiere they blown Jnm. by the rexrure of
her candles, bur also |1} the vibrant pop
colors such as lime green and mango and
the extrmaonlinarily beautilul and mnovarive
blend of fragrances. The first line of prod-
ucts was on shedves in 95, in Mordstroms
Bloomingdale’s, and specialty stores, and the
resd ':lE ||||.' i I'Jl‘ll.l =N jl:l"l:l'l"-!.l.l 1'|1'|-.i||||.|' (RS
bouriques had agreed o stock
I|||.|.ru 1elles.

weears 3 800)

Erand challenges

Oine of whe miajor challenges fcing Xu's
comipany hus been w preserve the brand from
retailers whe want to heavily discoune its
prochuscs, iy Illdhll.:;{,[tlLl.ll U RCEve
in ather rerailers. 5o she works dosely with
them to bakince their needs and hers, and
has established pannerships with some of
the countey’s meajor retaibers inclusding Targes
Kaohls, ||1|.|ji Penney

LI tl.-r.wpn.ak-a Bay Candle has boen prol-
iiakle since ifs Firse vear, and some of the
|::-|1:-||.I'i Arc fane hl.u:l;:: invested in bier new
interior lifeseyle brand, Blissliving Home
In kuas .1|:r-::dd:. !_'_illl:lLTi'L'I thiree Mg deszpn
awards since its inception in 2007

For a ghobally successhal company, the
world is mot enousgh, and Xu continues o
develop and innovare and explore new mar-
kers. Her excitement abour the business is
just as strong 45 i was in those cady days in
the basement, and her success is 2 festamemn

Lo B far vou can go wich imagination, gres
ideas. and the prassion o pursise them,
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