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AFTER GRAELILATING from the Uindvemsity

1 Marviand with a degree in joumalism, Sel
M usmed her communication skills and abiliny
o cletect thie batest trends in coliurs and
lmhion L ereale her  lirst " business,
Chesageake Bay CUanadle, which she staned in
her Annapaolis basement with ber hushand
Phavid. With a second company, Blisskiving
Hixme, mow well under way, Xu shares somi

i her baisiness s

CAPITOL FILE: What did vou ihink abou
Washington, D, when y'uufh'u.nl'l'l'*;d'ln
pursue your education?

MAED XL While S pigiple magsce DCasa

cemer of politics, 1 found that this undfBe city

wak @ greal place L prisenE CUgALTTT FW
bramks thal combine Gabonr-Sedme with fobal
sernaiisdlioy . Wosldmeuwn k. 84 1"|'r||:|:|:|.'|l'|:-:||.a.l A
Wew Tork. Parie, or Sk ',;,h'.'l. dndd s hevuring

wy many Elonted] intemnfitnagl o gy

prandimsdomals - FRBE
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CF: u transition from journalism

majort reEneur:

WO Searting my [home sueessories) basipess
in IEdk alter eraduation wave me’ a -"'-l':i:l.'l-l
onllie [or my passion foa fashion. Adieesofim
research, my hushand and | came up with aur
firs1 collection of contemporary candles,
using Campbell’s Soup cans s molds

CF How did you setile on ibe idea of
Blissliving Home? y
b -. ".ﬂ_: N5 RaEsicH e | vedine I have always
-~ N J been cinabed with differem culiues and
s . wanbsd g anslate ey szlobal el expeg-
l . J e inln home lilesyles products. With
% Blissliving Hoose, which T aased o 2006, 1
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Mhraliving Hewse ollars a sensony escape

Mei Xu ownenol two trendy con ‘x_ pies, descr ta Framce, Russio, and Dy, with our signature g
rl .:” dved sets s well as lusurdous sheets _-_rﬂl_l,
Washington, DC., inspirdsther
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Fight the recession with &
these covetable gifts for

her, him, and home.

BY BROOKE TOWNSEND

Considenng all iis classic =T Ei..r‘- irap
plngs it's mo wondder Loais Voltton's
niew Mahina h.l!!l:.II.IJ_"\- have beien '\.l'".l'lr‘
vl lke mnd! Offered in X1 amd X1,
:]!Il'l.ltll'li. 54,2100, the collection of hobaoe
shaped handbags are crafied from sofl
and supple calfl leather and designed with
meticubous LY monograms, contrast iop
stitching, metal feet for protecion, anil
doarhle-rolled leather siraps that are lomg
enough for the shoulder but short enawgh
for the forearm, Lowls Fidttem, 5487
Wizcomsin drenue, Chery Chese, Maryland
T TG54 FIOT; lowirruiiton, cam

Senck up lor your hodiday soirees wilh |J|_"r|:"|ll'.|ui'.l &
Beckstead's dasders. Bobesto Coin's Meteorie Pamire,
slsrants haere, oilfesrs v "H.ﬂl:.l':. with i detachable e il i
turing cognad, champagne, and while dimomids set in 1k
white gold, Filgmguiat & Beelitead, o Crallena, 2007
Tetemaitonal Dvive. Weleon | FAFRERE, SLEE ST PN
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Scenbed with :!I'I':_I FilEs e |'||.|:_ ruihi AT,
el :I|.|::|! WM -- with h'l'll!:-l' lacies of A Lam
'Himllwng'ﬁnmc] Iree Trank l,::..l.u camllis
.!.I:I“L: an ammbirosial breath of the ".l_.'\. {3, [E] I|||'
oot oo vouer Tvsmie, UiBered in seis of three in
twio slees, each caindle has been hand-coloped
wilh kenvits and oiher texiural acoefis o |H'||-|'| il
:-|'|I||| abe the beauiy of birch, For itkhe o ||:|.|I'1'I|'
B, '\-||:'.||3.1-|' oy Blissliving's Bisd and Branch
holcer, s here, Apaifadde of Reknay 15751

Streed NW, 202. 33253659 Ml |.'.'1.l'|""|. Fri

Amaong the myriad of
olherworbdly designs
olfered at L Gorman,
Michael £obel's ane
unigue. Lsing lvered meel
als and exodic gemsiones
this Lsermany-based artisan
cradis beantibl pieces ol
weanibde arl. Shown here,
remminiscent of his Gumed
ciill bracelsts, is the
Viwchael Lobel st
sagwpuhire ring. £ Cermurs
Jeiedlers, 7125 Mith Xires!
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