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Right Side of the Be

Local company
gives linens
global patterns
and hot hues

No fashionista worth her Mare

Jacobs pumps would showup ata |

party in a bland, all-white outfit.
The same standard should hold for
vour bad_ say designess, HGTV hosts
and even Pottery Barn,

The idea of really dressing vour
boudoir in rich colors and dress-
maker fabrics propelled Rockville
entreprencur/design ficnd Mei
Xu, pictured, to found Bhasliving
Home in 2007.

Their line of bedding shows
off patterns, hues and ideas nor-
mally reserved for the runway. It's
sold through local stores such as
RCENDY (1515 U St NW, 202-332
5539) and Tebletop (1608 20th Su.
NW; 202-387-7117) and via catalogs
and the Internet (Blisslivinghome.
com).

Unusual color combinations nule
the compamy’s designs. Think cobalt
blue, indigo and French blue strpes
on a dramatic comiorter (3245 with
shams) or plush faux fox furon an
owersized throw pillow (895). Asin
the fashion world, the emphasis is
on layering, That blue duvet could be
stacked with a fuzzy white throwor
sorme siher eaquined pillows, “Some
of our most successful pillows have
a lintle bling 10 them,” says Xu. That
means bolstersin silver leatherora
linen-silk square with an ongam:-
knotted front (§60).

Still, the Jooks are mosthy what
you might call cozy contemporary.
*I like connecting a modern acs-
thetic with global coltural motifs”
says the Chinese-born Xu, who
draws on symbols from her back-
ground (chrysanthemum blos-
soms, pagodas) and thoss of other

ountries such as Russia, Sweden
and India. “We're trving o tell a
story through bedding, pillows
and candles”

But these styles are far from
stuffy muscum reproductions. Xu
and her team stamp 2 Nordic rein-
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deer in arich crange shade and have |
it romp on a gray €k pillowcase. |

Chrysanthemums, seemingly on |

Airac
coral. Vintage Japanese kimonos
inspire a quilt in white, cobalt,
orange and aqua.

“It's nol so easy to choose col
ors,” says Xu. “We travel to Paris
and London, trving to see what will
really translate into home decoe”
Sometimes, thev'l] find themsehves
ghead of the curve: That orange-

leGro, turn nich red or cool

on-gray reindeer combo wasn't as
popularas Xu had hoped. “We were
& bit too eariy with that,” she savs.
*But we don’t use safe designs”

Bliss also adds drama toits bou-
dotr ensembles by usng engineersd
printing — a form of reproduction
that results in a large, scoeen print-
like image. This means designs
can be larger, more like art can-
vases, It really makes a statement
when 2 pattern can be oversized.”
savs Xo

Xu, who moved to New York
City from China in 199), trained
2s a journalist and diplomat. But
ber disappointment with the US
decor market made her rethink
her carcer. “When I moved here, 1
walked 10 Bloomingdales almost
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successful
pillows have
alittle bling
on them.’

every might,” she says. “There was
fun, ready-to-wear, but no fun, con-
temporary home products.”

Xu started her quest to mod-
ernize stateside designs by found-
ing Chesapeake Candle Company
in 1494, Bliss came last vear, Sales
of the bedding — and similarly Zen
den accessories like candles and
vases — have been so bask and
buzzed about that Xu isin talks
with a high-profile boutique hotel
zboul doing s duvets,

It's all about bedding downina
way that isnt boring, really. “People
vearn for something different,”
she savs. "Your bedroom can be
an extension of your personality.”
JEMNIFER GARSTA (FXPRISS)




